
The Agonizomai Striver 

“And we proclaim Him … And for this purpose also I labor, 
striving according to His power, which mightily works 

within me.” 
Colossians 1:28-29 

 

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners,                                                                 May 8, 2018 

Long overdue greetings from drought-stricken Cape Town! The year is flying by at warp 

speed as Debbie and I continue to put our hand to the plow of ministry in our part of the 

vineyard.  

In our last update, we informed you about the dire drought that has plagued our part of 

South Africa. I am happy to report that the dreaded date for Day Zero, where they 

threatened to turn off all the taps, has been pushed back several times as Capetonians 

continue to severely restrict their water usage!  

Now that fall is officially here, we had our first real rain storm a couple of weeks ago! The 

two 5,000-liter rain tanks we installed on the side of our house are both almost full. We 

will use that water for laundry and to water our garden next summer, while captured 

shower water continues to be used for toilet flushing and other miscellaneous purposes. 

By the time the drought is over, we will be almost completely free of city water, except for 

showers and dish washing.  

Ministerially, it has been a very busy year so far. I have been preaching through selected 

Psalms on Sunday evenings to the delight of the congregation, who have enjoyed the 

practical nature of many of the Psalms preached. I recently finished teaching a seven-

part series entitled “Homosexuality, The Bible, And The Cultural Accommodation Of The 

Church”. It was well received by many in our congregation who are now daily confronted 

with the fallout of the current LGBT culture. I am currently teaching a course on God-

centered evangelism on Wednesday evenings, to help equip our people to more 

confidently share their faith with a lost and dying world.  

The plans for Christ Seminary Cape Town are coming along slowly — as many things do 

in Africa. Before we can officially begin meeting, we need more classroom space. To this 

end, I have been working on plans to renovate an existing building at Everglen Baptist 

that will accommodate three more classrooms as well as a library. This has taken longer 

than I anticipated, but we are finally in the last stages of getting final plans drafted for the 

proposed physical plant changes. Once we receive the cost estimate, I will then be able 

to begin fund raising for the project, both in and outside of the church, and submit the final 

plans for all the necessary permits and permission from the city.   

In conjunction with Christ Seminary Cape Town, I am in the process of initiating a two-

year leadership training development discipleship course for Everglen Baptist. I have 

approached 10 men and have asked them to prayerfully consider taking part in this 



advanced discipleship training. To date, eight men have expressed a keen desire to take 

part. From this training, we hope to get Bible study leaders, deacons, and future elders. 

It is our prayer that these key men will eventually serve as the backbone for Everglen 

Baptist Church.  

For her part, Debbie has kept busy teaching Sunday school and meeting with various 

women in the church, especially some the elderly ladies. She also volunteers as a tutor 

for a reading literacy program at a local black elementary school one day a week. She 

stays in regular contact with both our kids, who are in Santa Clarita, California. She is 

looking forward to our son coming home for six weeks of his summer break from The 

Master’s University. It goes without saying that dad is looking forward to this as well! 

As I close, some of you have no doubt heard about the changing political landscape here 

in South Africa. In post-apartheid South Africa, the new majority government drafted a 

plan for land redistribution referred to as willing-buyer/willing-seller, whereby land owners 

would be offered market value prices for their land by the government, who would then 

parcel it out to land claimants. Now, in recent developments, the ruling African National 

Congress (ANC) has stated they are going to scrap the willing-buyer/willing-seller model 

and exchange it for land expropriation without compensation. This could ultimately lead 

to random land grabs like those seen to the north of us in Zimbabwe a few years ago.  

Even though the government has “assured” the public that this new policy will be done 

“responsibly” to ensure higher food productivity and food security, this is unlikely. 

Historical precedent mitigates against such pie-in-the-sky thinking. Unsurprisingly, there 

is also an increase in anti-white rhetoric as well as more ad hoc land invasions by 

squatters, often sponsored by third part entities.  

It still remains to be seen if the ANC actually goes through with the new policy or not. So, 

we wait and pray. While not wanting to be alarmist or sensationalistic, we can’t ignore 

such rhetoric. So, we are asking you join us in praying for this politically tense situation. 

We will be sure to let you know what happens as this drama unfolds. We know that God 

is able to move the heart of kings like channels of water. To this end we pray.   

Now unto Him who is able! 

 

Yours for the Master’s Use 

Mark & Debbie Christopher 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer Requests: 

• The ongoing political drama unfolding surrounding land redistribution. News like 

this has profound impact on those we minister to on a regular basis.  

 

• The start of the new Leadership Training Development course. Mark is eager to 

disciple and mentor these 8 men who will participate in the course of the next two 

years. 

 

• For all the practical issues related to getting Christ Seminary up and running. It 

may still be possible to begin sometime next year.  

 

• On the praise side of the ledger, we give God much praise for the way the young 

elder board at Everglen Baptist is solidifying and establishing itself! The Lord has 

truly blessed the three of us. We have a wonderful working relationship with each 

other and compliment one another so well. We regularly meet for prayer, training, 

and to discuss shepherding issues that confront us and the flock over which God 

has made us overseers. To God be the glory for great things He has done here!  

 

 


