
The Agonizomai Striver 

“And we proclaim Him … And for this purpose also I labor, 
striving according to His power, which mightily works 

within me.” 
Colossians 1:28-29 

 

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners,                                                     February 2, 2018 

Mid-summer greetings from the southern hemisphere! Since January 2018 is already in 

the past tense, we wanted to update you on life and ministry here in Cape Town.  

Christmas and New Year’s came and went rather quietly, as the whole country comes to 

a virtual standstill from mid-December through mid-January. The slower pace was a 

welcome relief from the torrid pace of 2017 and allowed us to begin preparing for the start 

of a new ministry year.  

Our ministry year kicked off with Everglen Baptist’s first formal elder’s meeting in its thirty-

year history. Even though the move to eldership was completed a couple of years ago, 

our recent furlough to the US and the addition of a third elder meant we couldn’t officially 

meet as an elder board until two weeks ago! This is a significant milestone in the life of 

this church that will promote the leading, feeding, and guiding of the flock to be more 

efficient and effective.  

I am currently teaching a Wednesday evening course entitled “Homosexuality, The Bible, 

And the Cultural Accommodation of The Church” to about fifty people. Our people are 

being bombarded with all things LGBT and find it awkward to marshal a defense for the 

truth, so it was decided that I should spend about nine weeks taking them through the 

hermeneutics (interpretation methods) of pro-gay advocates, define sexual orientation 

and relate it to the Bible, exposit the biblical texts and ethics, and discuss how to best 

minister and seek to reach those entrapped by the LGBT web of deceit. The bulk of my 

material comes from my book and the Th.M. dissertation I finished 3 years ago. Sunday 

evenings find me expositing from the book of Psalms, which our people have found an 

immense blessing for the trials and challenges of life they daily confront.  

Soon, we are planning to begin a leadership training development course with a small 

group of men we are inviting to participate. The plan is to meet every two weeks for two 

years as we weave our way through material that covers spiritual disciplines and 

systematic theology. It is an effort to teach, train, and disciple the next generation of 

deacons, elders, and Bible study leaders at Everglen. This will be in addition to Christ 

Seminary, which we hope to have up and running sometime in 2019. We realize that not 

all lay leaders need or want seminary training, which is the reason for this leadership 

development course. Undoubtedly though, this lay-leadership training course will serve 

as a feeder to Christ Seminary!  

 



For her part, Debbie is helping with the ladies Bible study, teaching Sunday school, 

meeting with a couple of ladies, and hosting people in our home Sunday mornings after 

the service. From all the above, you can see that our ministerial dance card is already full 

for 2018!  

No doubt some of you have seen the headlines about Cape Town’s present water crisis, 

because of severe drought. Over twenty years ago, I can remember the hydrologists and 

civil engineers warning the government that the rapid pace of growth in Cape Town was 

placing incredible strain on our water catchment areas to meet the increased demand for 

water. This warning fell on deaf ears. Accordingly, the politicians failed to plan so they 

planned to fail. Because we live in a drought prone region, the chickens have come home 

to roost after twenty years. Now we are hurtling toward what has been termed Day Zero. 

Day Zero is the day that they will turn off all the taps and we will be forced to stand in 

queues to collect our daily ration of 25 liters of water (about 5 gallons). Day Zero is now 

estimated to become reality April 16th. We are currently limited to 50 liters a day per 

person in effort to stave off Day Zero.  

All of this adds some interesting twists and turns to everyday life and living. For our part, 

we are in the process of trying to get two 5000-liter rain tanks installed so that we can 

capitalize on any rain received this coming winter. While that does us little good this 

summer, it will help us to get through next summer.  

This all reminds us of the numerous references in Scripture to water and rain. In a number 

of the Psalms, it is said that God is absolutely sovereign over the rain, while James 5:16 

& 17 recounts Elijah’s prayer for rain. Perhaps this current crisis will provide some unique 

opportunities to share the good news of the living water Christ alone offers!   

Since the effectual and fervent prayer of the righteous man avails much, we certainly 

appreciate your prayers on our behalf and the ministry God has graciously granted us. 

Specifically, please pray for the following: 

• The various teaching, preaching, discipleship, and evangelistic opportunities 

before us this year. 

 

• For the lay leadership training development course we are preparing to implement, 

and the eight or so men we will be discipling as we groom them for church 

leadership. 

 

• For Jonathan, whom I mentioned in our last letter. I have not had any further 

contact with Jonathan, because he lives 25 miles from us. But his Dad informed 

me that he is thinking about the truths I shared with him.  

 

• All the background work that I need to do this year to further prepare for the 

eventuality of Christ Seminary Cape Town. I am already meeting with prospective 

students who heard by word of mouth what we are attempting to do.  



 

• The water crisis and its implications for day-to-day living on us and those we 

shepherd. Also, the opportunities it may afford to minister to the unsaved.  

 

• Finally, pray for Janelle and Micaiah, both of whom are in Santa Clarita, CA. 

Janelle continues to work part time and study online for a Master’s degree in 

Library Science. For his part, Micaiah is racing toward the conclusion of his 

sophomore year at Master’s University. Micaiah has struggled to decide on a 

major. He seems to be heading toward a computer science major with the goal of 

studying computational linguistics at the grad-school level. Pray he finds a settled 

peace concerning his major.  

Yours for the Master’s Use 

Mark & Debbie Christopher 

Cape Town, South Africa 
 
 
Serving through: 
 
Exalting Christ Ministries International 
710 Broadway St. 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
 
Note: All gifts and support should be sent to ECMI in care of The Christopher’s. Online 
gifts can be made at exaltingchristministries.org/ecmi   
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